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The President and Vice President greet the VIPs at our NI Muster Dinner on 2 September 2017 
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From the Editor 
Dear Members, 
 Welcome to the second Newsletter of 2017 and 
many thanks to the Committee for their work in 
pulling the various strands together to publish this 
in time for a read during the Christmas holiday 
period. As ever, the Committee would welcome 
your thoughts on the Newsletter, most comments 
are always in favour of it but let us know if there is 
something you would like to see included, or 
removed.  
 A new website is under development and is 
nearing completion, we just have to export all the 
members details from the old site and once we 
have undertaken some testing, the site should go 
live early in the new year.  
 There is no doubt that the League will 
remember 2107 for the very successful Muster 
held in Belfast. Despite the additional burden of 
travelling to and from Northern Ireland, the Muster 
was very well attended and all had a fantastic 
weekend. An article outlining the events of the 
Muster follow later in the Newsletter. 
The League also filled its allocation of tickets for 
the annual parade at the Cenotaph with many 
members parading for the first time. Afterwards, 
the members and their wives enjoyed a post-
parade lunch at the RAF Club in Piccadilly. 
 Members will note from the header above that 
the League has been able to secure the support of 
two senior officers who both volunteered to take 
over as Vice Patrons replacing General Sir Cedric 
Delves and Air Marshal Iain MacFadyen. Brigadier 
Gus Fair is still serving whilst Air Marshal North 
retired from the RAF in 2016. The League is 
delighted to secure these officers as Vice Patrons 
and look forward to meeting them in due course. 
 In signing off until the next time, let me wish 
you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. Be of good cheer until the next time. 
….Ed 

Change of Address 
A Plea from the President 

Keeping our records accurate is not a 
straightforward task and I continue to urge 
members and their families to let the Secretary 
know when there is a change of address or new 
email address. In that way we can update our 
records accordingly and keep you informed.  
If you have an email address, then please let us 
know that too as we can then send the 
newsletter by that means.  Those of you with a 
computer can log-in to the website and amend 
your own details on-line whenever necessary. If 
you have forgotten your log-in details, use the 
‘Remind Me’ button on the log-in page to 
receive your details. 
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In Memoriam 
It is with great sadness that I have to notify you of the following deaths of Life Members that have 
been reported since the last newsletter: 

Jack Chafer MM Henry Johnstone GM  David Ransfield DCM  
 Dave Greenaway BEM Harold Corbin CGM   Don McHattie GM 

 
“At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

We will remember them”  

Message from the President 

In the second half of 2017, let us reflect on the past of one hundred years 
ago and recall the events of the similar period in 1917. On 16 July, the 
Allies launched the artillery barrage that signaled the start of the 3rd Battle 
of Ypres, known more commonly as Passchendaele, to take control of the 
ridges south and east of the small Belgian town of Ypres. The battle lasted 
until November and was inconclusive however the decision to continue the 
offensive beyond October and the human cost of the campaign on the 
soldiers of the German and British armies have been argued over ever 
since. In his Memoirs of 1938, Lloyd George wrote, "Passchendaele was 

indeed one of the greatest disasters of the war.”  On 20 November, the British launched a massive 
tank assault at Cambrai, which after an initial British success, was followed by a robust counter-
attack that effectively drew the battle to a close with equal losses and gains on both sides.  
 In recalling our past, we should also acknowledge that on 11 June 2017, the Duke of Kent 
reached the tremendous milestone of having served the League as its Patron for 50 years after 
attending his first Muster on 11 June 1967 at Chelsea Barracks in London. A record of the event is 
shown on a later page.  

At this point I am delighted to report on the successful 2017 Muster held in Northern Ireland and 
in particular, I must draw attention to the drive and untiring efforts of Barry Brewster who kept the 
Committee focused and worked behind the scenes to ensure that the weekend was a total 
success. It is by attending events such as these and the annual parade of remembrance at the 
Cenotaph that we honour the deeds of all gallantry medallists and especially our former members.  

As 2017 draws to its close and we rush towards another Christmas period, I note that Christmas 
is a family festival and the League has its family like all of us. Included in this family are all our 
members, whether decorated, or the family of a decorated member. To all members, I send my 
special greetings as President for a cheerful Christmas and health and prosperity for the New 
Year. I especially thank all those who have directly supported the League over the last 12 months 
through your attendance at the AGM, the parade at the Cenotaph or the last Muster in Northern 
Ireland. Thank you for your support and co-operation during the year and I look forward to meeting 
many of you at the AGM in April 2018 .  
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The Northern Ireland Muster of the Gallantry Medallists’ League 
by David Hewett-Lacon QGM 

 
The 2017 Muster held in Northern Ireland was an outstanding success, with nearly 70 GML 
members and VIP guests present for the official dinner on the Saturday night. On behalf of all 
those present, thank you to the Committee, and Barry Brewster, for your hard work and dedication 
which underpinned the success of the entire occasion.  
 
Arriving at the La Mon Hotel and Country Club just outside Belfast, on Friday 1 September, guests 
were greeted by their friendly staff. Being aware of the significance of the Muster to their guests, 
they went out of their way to make us all very comfortable and welcome. Although programmed 
events didn’t begin until early afternoon, the earlier arrivals met mid-morning for refreshments to 
meet new members and reacquaint with others. At 2.00pm, we boarded our coach for the 
Parliament Buildings known as Stormont, located in the Stormont Estate area of Belfast. Barry had 
arranged a private tour of the House for the GML, where we had the privilege of being seated in 
one of the chambers, and treated to a comprehensive information session about the history and 
present function of the Parliament Buildings. Following a tour of Stormont itself (and after waiting 
for a particular member who got lost inside, he knows who he is, we once again boarded the bus, 
where Barry took us on an unscheduled drive through an area that starkly illustrated the contrast 
between the time of the ‘Troubles’ and the new thriving Northern Ireland of today. We wended our 
way back to La Mon through areas of beautiful older suburban architecture and typical Northern 
Irish lanes. After a few hours rest, we all met in the restaurant for an informal ‘meet and greet’ 
where John Balding gave a short briefing on the arrangements for the forthcoming events. 
However, this was a chance to really get to know each other over a casual dinner and 
refreshments. The value of this time together cannot be overstated. There is no doubt that 
gallantry medal recipients and their families, felt quite comfortable and relaxed in the company of 
others, who had similar post-incident experiences. 
 
Saturday was a busy day. After a hot buffet breakfast, the coach left La Mon for the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary George Cross (RUC GC) Memorial Garden, inside the grounds of PSNI 
headquarters at Knock. The RUCGC Memorial Gardens, opened in September 2003 by HRH 
Prince of Wales, are perhaps one of the most outstanding memorials to gallantry and sacrifice that 
I have had the privilege of visiting, in the world. The extent of planning, depth of thought, and level 
of acknowledgement of all those RUC officers murdered by terrorists, and of those who died in 
Service from June 1922 to 2001, was almost overwhelming. During the visit, the GML, led by our 
President, John Balding presented a wreath in acknowledgement of the sacrifice of those officers. 
The service was complimented by a most poignant poem delivered by GML member, Mr Barry 
Brewster QGM (RUCGC Foundation member) that concisely summarised the history and 
dedication to service of the RUC. Thank you once again Barry, and to all the RUCGC Foundation, 
especially our guides, who made the visit such an outstanding success, and for the warm welcome 
offered to the GML. 
 
By mid-day, we were sitting down to an informal lunch at the Titanic Museum. The museum is set 
in the Titanic Quarter of Belfast on the former site of the Harland and Wolff shipyard. Although the 
museum’s central theme is that of the building of the Titanic and the subsequent disaster, it is all 
depicted in the context of early 20th century shipbuilding in Belfast. The Titanic heritage museum 
contains interactive displays of life aboard the Titanic, including an indoor gondola ride through a 
reconstructed interior of the Titanic. The museum itself stands at the head of the slipway where the 
Titanic was built, and many of us took the opportunity to walk its length, where the guiding rail lines 
are still in place. The perfectly restored SS Nomadic tender for the Titanic, and only remaining 
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White Star Line ship, is dry docked close to the museum. The ‘Titanic Experience’ is a huge 
undertaking and the GML spent an enjoyable and intensive four hours there. It was pleasing that 
not one of us expressed disappointment the original Titanic was not on exhibit!  Without anybody 
getting lost this time, we headed back to the hotel to prepare for the formal dinner, meeting in the 
bar at 7.15pm for pre-dinner drinks. Rarely does an organisation the size of the Gallantry 
Medallists’ League have the privilege of hosting a function with such distinguished guests and 
partners as: 
 

• First Minister of Northern Ireland, The Right Honourable Arlene Foster MLA 
• Mr Garth Corbett MBE DL 
• Sir Ronnie Flanagan GBE QPM, Vice Patron 
• Sir Jeremy de Halpert KCVO CB, Vice Patron 
• Deputy Chief Constable Drew Harris OBE (PSNI) 
• Mr Brian Rae CBE JP, Chairman of the Board RUCGC Foundation 
• Mr Jim McDonald CBE LVO DL (Ex-Chairman of the RUCGC Foundation)  

 
Barry Brewster had organised a performance by students of the Réalta School of Irish Dance. 
Their performance was simply spectacular, infusing the occasion with a true taste of traditional 
Irish culture. Later on, in spite of Sir Jeremy’s spirited encouragement, none of us could even 
vaguely replicate one step during our group photograph later in the evening. During the night, the 
President presented to Mr Brian Rae, a framed set of replica medals titled, ‘Gallantry Medals 
Awarded to the RUCGC 1922-2001.’ The entire evening and the dinner was an outstanding 
success and lasted well into late evening. For some hardy souls it finished in the early hours of 
Sunday! After a Sunday buffet breakfast and farewells, most members left for home, tired but 
thrilled. 
 
Sandra and I travelled from Canberra, Australia specifically to attend the 2017 Muster just as did 
we did for the 2014 Muster at Wellington College. We value tremendously the friendships we have 
made, and the knowledge that we are among friends who have had similar experiences. We shall, 
as long we are able, continue to travel to the UK to attend and support the GML. We look forward 
to seeing you all again at the next Muster. 
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Images from the 2017 Northern Ireland Muster 

 
Top Left: Barry Brewster and Pat Wild prepare for the wreath laying at the RUCGC Memorial. 
Top Right: Members after their tour of the parliament building at Stormont. 
Bottom: Members and their guests at the RUCGC Memorial. 

 
 

 

 

 

The President presents a framed set of replica gallantry 
medals to Mr Brian Rea CBE. The medals on display are 
those that that have been presented to members of the 
RUCGC from 1922. 
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 The Annual Ceremony of Remembrance at the Cenotaph is the culmination of a week of 
Remembrance by the nation. On Remembrance Sunday 2017, those listed below assembled at 
Horse Guards Parade to march past the Cenotaph in Whitehall to remember and pay silent respect 
to our war dead, especially those who had been decorated for acts of gallantry. 
 

John Balding Pete Toms Steve Goulding Pete Shields 
Steve Thomas Dan Tanner Craig Nicholls Nigel Thompson 
Matt Garey Yvette Papps Ryan David Eddie Chandler 
Nick Thomsen Wes Richards Jonathan Wright Mike Knox 
Mark Blatherwick Ian Bailey Mike Lakey Chris Harding 
Ken Irvine Martin Finney Tam Tervitt Richard Venables 
Sally McBean Barry Brewster David Timmins Norman MacDonald 
William Hackett  Alan Islam Mark Gold Gary Fisher 
Pat Wild June Islam William Hackett 

 

We were especially pleased to welcome PCs Craig Nicholls and Jonathan Wright who were 
attending from West Yorkshire for the first time although they had not yet been invested with their 
awards of the QGM. We were also joined at lunch by John Allport and John Purnell and the wives 
and families of several members.  

Annual Ceremony of Remembrance at the Cenotaph 

The Conspicuous Gallantry Medal (Flying) 
Members will be interested to note that the CGM (Flying) will celebrate its own 75th 

anniversary in 1943. Instituted by Royal Warrant on 15 January 1943, the new medal was 
introduced to broaden the awards available to soldiers and airmen for acts of gallantry whilst flying 
in active operations against the enemy, as until its introduction, there 
were no Level 2 awards available for gallantry in action against the 
enemy for NCO´s and men. The CGM had already been created in 
1874 for members of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines and this 
additional award was to provide a medal for members of the RAF. 
Announcing its introduction, the Royal Warrant stated, “Whereas Her 
late Majesty Queen Victoria was graciously pleased by Her Order-in-
Council dated 7th July 1874, to establish a medal designated the 
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal for such Petty Officers and Seamen of the 
Royal Navy and non-commissioned officers and privates of the Royal 
Marines as distinguish themselves by acts of conspicuous gallantry in 
action with the enemy. And whereas We deem it expedient to provide 
for the award of the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal to members of Our 
Military and Air Forces for acts of conspicuous gallantry whilst flying in 
active operations against the enemy. Now therefore We do by these 
Presents for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, ordain that the following 
regulations shall govern the award of the said medal to members of Our 
Military and Air Forces”.  
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Shop Stock 
The League has a small range of items for sale to raise the profile of members and also to identify 
members as belonging to the League. These items are listed below and can be purchased from the 
Treasurer: 
 

Silk League Tie - £15.00, Cuff Links (on request), Lapel Badge - £5.00 

The attached image shows a scroll that was 
produced as a momento of the 1967 Muster, 
the first ever attended by HRH The Duke of 
Kent. The scroll was signed by those members 
of the DCM League who were present at that 
Muster just over 50 years ago.  

Although the image is not of the highest quality, 
readers will note that the 8th signature down in 
the centre column is of Robert Moyse MC 
DCM, founder of the DCM League. In the left 
column is the signature ‘E Crook 17 Middx 
Regt’ who was awarded the DCM in 1917 and 
whose granddaughter, Yvette Papps, regularly 
joins the League’s contingent for the annual 
parade at the Cenotaph.  

The Archivist is trying to locate an original copy 
of this scroll so that more of the signatures can 
be deciphered as part of our work to more 
accurately update the history of the League and 
its predecessors. About half of the signatures 
can be read and thus we have already been 
able to identify some of those present. A full list 
will be published once this work is complete. 

 

The 1967 DCM Muster at Chelsea Barracks, London 
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New League Website 
The new website is under development and is nearing completion. The remaining work requires a 
full audit of the membership lists and the records of subs etc. Once this task is complete and some 
testing has been undertaken in the New Year, the website will go live. Current members will 
receive an email advising of the go-live date and a reminder of their log-in details. The new site 
offers increased functionality particularly for new members where the application and joining 
procedure is much more streamlined, including on-line payments of subs and the purchase of a tie 
or 200 Club tickets. 
 
A secure, Members Area area has been built which is not accessible to the public. This area 
includes a Forum where general info can be shared between members. A much-improved Gallery 
has been added with more of our archived images and members will be able to upload their own 
images. Finally, the history of the League has been rewritten and included on the site. This will be 
a living history to be updated by the committee on an annual basis. At the same time, we intend to 
upload images of as many gallantry medal recipients that we can and will rely on members for 
their help here. 

A WW1 Letter from the Front 
In reflection of the 100th anniversary of WW1, Chris Harding forwarded a letter he had found in a 
rubbish bin some thirty years ago. The writer, Private Ivor George Carter was a member of the 
14th (County of London) Battalion (London Scottish) who was killed on 1 July 1916, the first day of 
the battle of the Somme. 

Dear Mamma 

I'm taking this chance of writing to you, although I have not heard from you lately. I hope 
everyone is going strong at home. I am quite fit & well, but the weather has turned very wet 
again. I have not yet received writing pad etc, but hope to do so very soon. You will be sorry to 
know that the parcel Mr Blair sent me had not arrived yet, I'm afraid it won't turn up now. I have 
been unlucky with parcels don't you think so? I don't expect I shall be able to write again for 
some little time, but you can be sure I shall write the first chance I have. I have had plenty of 
baths lately in fact I have had 3 hot shower baths in a week! It is a very fine feeling to feel clean 
I can tell you. By the way, I should like you to send me another tin of Harrison's Pomade as I 
have practically exhausted my stock, it is very useful stuff. 

How did Celine's big spread go off? I should like to hear all about it - the more I hear from home 
the better I like it, as you know. I hope Alf is getting on well, although I have not heard from him 
yet. I went into the village not far away I had a good square meal, consisting of roast steak of 
beef, hot rolls & cafe au lait. We bought the stuff at various places and took it to a baker to get it 
cooked! But it was well worth the trouble. 

Cheer up everybody, it is a long war I know, but I feel confident that the end of the war is near. 
So cheerio. Kind regards to all. Your affectionate Son, Ivor X 

Editors Note: Harrison's Nursery Pomade was a product to deal with nits on children. It was 
adopted by, and promoted to soldiers in the trenches to combat the body lice which infested their 
uniforms. 
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Yours Sincerely and Fraternally, 

John Balding 
President of the League 

Banking Arrangements 
The League has its bank accounts with Barclay’s 
Bank, the current account details are: 
 

  Sort Code:  20-90-91 
  Account No:  70777625 
  SWIFTBIC:  BARCGB22 
  IBAN:  GB92 BARC 2090 9170 7776 25 
 

Members can use these details to set up an 
electronic payment if you wish to pay subs by 
electronic means etc. Please use the reference 
‘Subs surname’, making sure that you enter your 
own surname. You can also use the electronic 
payment method to purchase a 200 Club ticket, 
just use ‘200 Club surname’ as the reference. 
These payment arrangements will change once 
the new website goes live. 

The 200 Club 
The results of the quarterly draw of the 200 
Club are below. Anyone wishing to purchase a 
ticket (£15 per year) or more tickets, should 
contact the Treasurer whose details are at the 
end of the newsletter. There are four draws per 
year and your ticket is valid from September 
each year.  
 
The next draw will take place in February 2018. 
Remember, “you have to be in it to win it”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Protection 
In order to facilitate the efficient running of 

the League, we need to hold your personal 
details on a computer. To comply with data 
protection rules, we need your agreement to do 
so. In signing the membership application form, 
you are agreeing that we may hold your 
personal details and use these to send further 
information to you. You can ask us to remove 
your details at any time by writing or sending 
an email to the Secretary at the address at the 
end of the newsletter. Your details will never be 
passed on or sold to any other organisations. 
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Gallantry Medallist League 
 

Members of the League, I have been a ‘friend of the League’ for some years now and have had 
the pleasure of meeting many of you at events over this time. 

You have been awarded Gallantry medals for various acts and across the various forces to which 
you have, were or are part of. 

Over the years that I have been a member I have always felt that the only opportunity for you to wear your medals is 
normally at formal events, where other members or ‘forces’ gatherings are attended. 

My idea is that this could be represented by a watch. This could be worn daily or an occasional basis.  

Following discussions with Bremont, this idea can come to fruition and a watch can be produced specifically for the 
GML 

The idea: - 

• The watch will have a logo (to be agreed by League members) on the dial. 
• The watch will be registered by its own unique serial number and reference number and recorded against 

the GML records for that award. My view would be that each watch is then linked to the Medal awarded. 
• The watch would only be available to Members of the League and therefore its availability limited. 

Cost: - 

The proposed watch, Bremont Solo retails at just under £3000, but Bremont will reduce this cost to circa £1400 for 
members of the League. An initial order of 15 timepieces is required to have a watch specially created for the GML. 
Below are of the Bremont Solo, with an image of a possible GML design. 

 

 

 

Register of interest: - 

If you would be interested in purchasing one of these watches or would like further information, I would be grateful 
if you could contact myself Eddie Chandler – eddie.chandler@btinternet.com 

 


