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Dear League Members,  
 

As I write this short introduction 

to the newsletter, we are in the 

midst of the Jubilee celebrations 

and it is remarkable to see how 

the nation reflects on the 60 

years of the remarkable reign of 

HM Queen Elizabeth II.   I suspect 

that the majority of our Life 

Members will have received their 

awards during the reign of the 

Queen but no doubt, our senior 

members with awards received 

during the reign of her father, 

HM King George VI will be 

equally proud of the Diamond 

Jubilee celebrations.  I hope many 

of you were able to participate in 

the celebrations up and down the 

length of the country, God save 

the Queen.  

 

But aside from the Jubilee, let us 

not forget that 2012 is also the 

30th anniversary of the 

Falklands War and at just over 2 

months, was one of the shortest 

but most memorable conflicts 

that British Armed Forces have 

been involved in, partly due to the 

extensive television coverage.  We 

are pleased to have a few 

medallists from that campaign 

amongst our membership today.  

It was also reassuring to see that 

the Prime Minister visited the 

National Memorial Arboretum on 

25 May to inspect the new South 

Atlantic Medal Association 

Falklands Memorial, which was 

dedicated on 20 May. The PMs 

visit had added poignancy, in 

that it coincided with the 30th 

anniversary of the bombing of 

HMS Coventry and the Atlantic 

Conveyor, and the consequent 

loss of 31 lives. 

 

April 14th was also a significant 

date to recall in 2012 as it was 

the 100th anniversary of the 

sinking of the RMS Titanic.  

 

Finally, 2012 will also be 

remembered for the London 

Olympic and Paralympic Games, 

we wish success to all of our 

competitors selected to represent 

Great Britain at this event and 

trust they will recall the Olympic 

creed,” The most important thing 

in the Olympic Games is not to 

win but to take part, just as the 

most important thing in life is 

not the triumph but the struggle. 

The essential thing is not to have 

conquered but to have fought 

well” 
 

“Citius, Altius, Fortius” 
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Message from the President 
 
First of all I am delighted to announce that 
Professor Bernard de Neumann was 
elected as an Honorary Life Member of 
the Gallantry Medallists League during the 
AGM at Windsor in April.  Bernard 
originally joined the League as an 
Associate Member and volunteered to 
assist us with researching Naval awards.  
Bernard has supported the League as a 
Committee Member and now has almost 
singlehandedly organised this year‟s 
Muster at Holbrook.  In recognition of his 
tireless support to the League it was felt 
that Honorary Life Membership should be 
conferred upon him and all present were 
delighted that Bernard readily accepted.  
 
The League can also be proud of Life 
Member Eric Smith who was nominated 
by his family to be a torchbearer in the 
Olympic Torch Relay from 19 May to 27 
July 2012.  His nomination story follows 
later in the newsletter and is copied from 
the official Olympic Torch Relay website. It 
was good to meet Eric at the AGM and to 
hear how he was preparing for his section 
of the relay event.  
 
I returned from 6 months duty in 
Afghanistan in mid December and was 
assigned back to the Army Headquarters 
at Andover in a new position for my final 
tour in the Army.  I was unable to compile 
the newsletter whilst absent on operations 
but hope this newsletter will make up for 
lost time and that you will forgive me for 
my lack of attention and effort during my 
absence. 
   
Working in the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) Headquarters in 
Kabul was a challenge as the Coalition 
consisted of 49 countries and all of them 
seem to be represented in Kabul.  I held 
the appointment of Chief of Staff of the 
Counter IED Branch and my team was 
truly international with members from the 
USA, Eire, Canada, Spain, Portugal, 
Turkey, Germany, Australia and Greece.   
 

 
Commander ISAF General David Petraeus and the 
President in Kabul, July 2011.  

 
In Memoriam 
 

 have the sad duty to notify the following 
deaths of Life members which have 

been reported since the last newsletter: 
 

Mr George Lochhead DCM 
Mr William Rochester DCM 
Mr Henry Qualtrough MBE GM 
Mr Alwyx Flett DFC and Bar 
Mr Laurence Scott GM 
Mr Hubert West DSO DFC 
Mr Grahame Mackelmann SC 
Mr Terence Egan DCM 

 
In copying their citations to the newsletter, 
I cannot but continue to remain in awe of 
our members‟ unselfish acts of courage 
and great bravery.  
 
George Lambie Lochhead DCM 
 
L/Sgt Lochhead 20th New Zealand 
Infantry Bn 
 
North Africa:  On the morning of 23 Nov 
41, Sgt Lochhead was Platoon Sgt of one 
of the forward Platoons in the attack by 
the 20th Bn on the Blockhouse, Zoffran.  
The Battalion reached its objective but 
when ordered to dig in found it was not 
possible to bring the company transport 
with the necessary tools closer than some 
400m owing to heavy MG fire. Whereupon 
Sgt Lochhead, under constant fire for the 
whole time, and moving over exposed 
ground in full view of the enemy, returned 
to the trucks and collected and distributed 

I 
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to his Platoon the necessary tools or 
digging in. 
 
Two hours later, on the order to retire, Sgt 
Lochhead formed the rear guard, carrying 
out his task coolly and with distinction, 
enabling the Company to withdraw 
successfully.  Later on, when checking his 
Platoon, Sgt Lochhead found that Pte GS 
Low was missing.  Without hesitation, Sgt 
Lochhead went forward of the FDLs and 
advancing over ground that was still being 
swept with heavy MG and mortar fire he 
located Pte Low, who was wounded, and 
carried him back to safety. 
 
On the afternoon of the 24 Nov Sgt 
Lochhead took over command of 11 Pl “B” 
Coy and on the morning of the 25th during 
a two Coy (B and D) attack against a 
German MG Bn, he moved amongst his 
sections encouraging his men and 
dressing all the wounded.  Ordered to 
withdraw at dusk, Sgt Lochhead brought 
out all his men, including the dead and 
wounded.  
 
In all actions of this campaign, Sgt 
Lochhead was conspicuous for his 
outstanding leadership and this together 
with his complete disregard for his 
personal safety while under fire, made him 
an inspiration to all who fought with him 
 
William Turnbull Rochester DCM 
 
CSM Rochester 11th Bn The Durham 
Light Infantry 
 
North West Europe:  At Rauray on 28 
June 44 and again on 1 July 1944, this 

Warrant Officer 
showed the 
highest standard of 
devotion to duty 
and example.  He 
was CSM of a very 
young Company 
who took their 
objective after 
suffering heavy 
casualties.  

Throughout this period his example and 
steadiness, in the face of determined 
counter-attack instilled great confidence in 
his company.  His Company Commander 
was killed and the acting Company 
Commander was wounded.  All the 
Subalterns were wounded but with this 
WO present the Company remained 
cheerful, stood firm and held on.   
 
Henry Percival Qualtrough GM BEM 
 
Maj Qualtrough Royal Engineers 

Major Qualtrough and Sgt J. Cooke BEM, 
were tasked with a most hazardous 
overseas task. Initially on their way to 
Betio Island, they were to carry out a 
reconnaissance on Penang, of abandoned 
Japanese mine and bomb dumps. Part of 
Penang had been cleared in the 1950's, 
however nine storage tunnels and hidden 
pits were discovered and contained a vast 
collection of mines and shells, many 
oozing explosives. Work went on in 
Penang till November 1965, when both 
men set of for Betio.  The majority of 
explosives on Betio were found to be in 
fifty collapsed bunkers. Qualtrough and 
Cooke's official task was to, clear the 
bunkers by hand and sea dump the 
contents, re-inter any body parts found 
and finally give the island a clearance 
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sweep using mine detectors, a doubting 
task. A preliminary reconnaissance was 
undertaken on the 30th November 1965, 
forty two bunkers were located, some gun 
sites, others command posts and bomb 
stores. The collapsed bunkers contained 
shells for 203, 152, 157 and 76.2 mm 
calibre, also present were mines bombs 
and other ammunition.  
 
Work commenced on the 3rd December, 
locals were employed for the task 
alongside fifteen prisoners provided by the 
Chief Police Officer. By 19th January 1966 
al bar one bunker was clear. The 
ammunition removed was in poor 
condition, some so badly deteriorated that 
it gave of toxic fumes. The local work 
force however was uninterested in safety 
often removing the explosive at night for 
private use. The final bunker was the most 
difficult, as it had suffered several direct 
hits through the war. Excavation began on 
29th December 1965 but on 3rd February 
work ceased as the risks were too great, 
20 tons had by now been removed. Sea 
dumping continued till 3 March 1966. In 
total over 100 tons of explosives were 
cleared from Betio, however much more 
remained.  
 

His citation stated, "by his confident  

handling of each incident and his gallant 

disregard for his own safety," Qualtrough 

"gave immense encouragement to the 

less experienced British and Chinese 

members of the squad" and that at all 

times on Penang and Kiribati he 

"displayed the highest standard of 

courage and skill." 

Henry Qualtrough was a member of the 
League until his death in Castletown in 
March this year. 
 
Mr Alwyx Flett DFC and Bar 
 

Alwx Flett he joined the RAF at Lords as a 

leading aircraftsman. After basic training 

at Newquay, Cornwall, he went to Canada 

and Montgomery, Alabama, USA, for 

training.  

A trained navigator, he returned to Britain 

and was commissioned as a pilot officer 

where his first operation over occupied 

Europe was a leaflet drop over Lille in 

northern France, on March 4, 1943.   A 

month later, he joined 460 Squadron 

RAAF (Royal Australian Air Force) as a 

navigator in Lancasters and by August 

1943 had flown 26 operations. He was 

involved in the first Hamburg raids when 

more than 700 aircraft took part. 

Promoted to navigational instructor, he 

joined the newly-formed 625 Squadron at 

Kelstern, Lincolnshire, which also bombed 

Nuremburg on March 13, 1944. On that 

night, 96 aircraft and 700 aircrew were 

lost.   

On D-Day, his squadron bombed the 
French coast and returning about 3am, he 
saw hundreds and hundreds of craft – it 
was the invasion fleet heading for the 
Normandy beaches.  
 
Laurence Scott GM 
 
Sergeant L Scott Metropolitan Police 

 
In the course of 
an investigation 
into a series of 
house-breakings, 
Sergeants 
Davies and Scott 
established that 
the thieves were 
using a car hired 
in an assumed 
name.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The car was seen parked outside a house 
and the officers decided to enter the 
house. Sergeant Eist and other officers 
were called in to help. With Sergeants 
Scott and Eist covering the sides of the 
house, Sergeant Davies knocked at the 

Laurence Scott as a member of 
the 21st Independent Parachute 
Company 
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front door.  While he was speaking to the 
woman who opened it, Sergeant Scott, 
watching through the letter box of a 
basement door, saw a man emerge from a 
room. He called out to this man that he 
was a police officer and asked him to 
open the door. The man returned to the 
room and later emerged, carrying a rifle, 
and ran across the passageway into the 
back garden.  
 
Sergeant Scott kicked the door open and 
followed him to the end of the garden. 
Here the man sat on a wall pointing the 
rifle at Sergeant Scott and threatening to 
shoot if he came any nearer. Davies and 
Eist joined Sergeant Scott and Eist at 
once recognised the man as an escapee 
from prison. The man was well known to 
all three officers as a vicious and callous 
criminal. The man jumped down from the 
wall and made off across the next garden 
with Sergeants Scott and Eist in direct 
pursuit and Sergeant Davies attempting to 
cut him off from the rear. After covering a 
short distance, the gunman stopped and 
aimed the rifle at Scott and Eist in turn and 
threatened to shoot them. He then backed 
away from the officers, still levelling the 
gun at them. They threw flower pots at 
him and he turned and ran. At the end of 
the garden he stopped again, put the rifle 
to his shoulders, aimed it deliberately at 
Sergeant Scott who was nearest to him, 
and said he would shoot if he came any 
closer.  
 
Despite the threats Scott and Eist together 
closed with the man and with the 
assistance of Sergeant Davies who joined 
in the struggle, he was soon disarmed and 
overpowered. The rifle was found to be 
loaded with three 22 bullets and a fourth 
bullet in the breach ready for firing. After 
the arrest Sergeant Davies went to search 
the car in front of the house. He 
encountered and challenged a caller at 
the house who struck out at the officer and 
a violent struggle ensued in the course of 
which the two men fell together some 
eight feet into the basement area. Hearing 
the noise, another police officer came 

from the house and helped Sergeant 
Davies to overpower the second man. 
 
Mr Hubert West DSO DFC 

Acting Flying Officer Hubert John 
WEST (172475), RAFVR., l01 Sqn 

One night in August, 1944, Flying Officer 
West was captain of an aircraft detailed to 
attack a target in France. At the 
commencement of the bombing run the 
aircraft was hit by anti-aircraft fire. Flying 
Officer West was badly injured in the left 
leg by a large fragment of shrapnel. With 
outstanding courage and coolness, he 
refused treatment until the target had 
been successfully bombed and the aircraft 
had passed over the enemy coast on the 
return flight. This officer later made an 
excellent landing at an advanced airfield 
and then lost consciousness. His devotion 
to duty and splendid example are of a very 
high order. 

Mr Grahame Mackelmann SC 
 
Captain G Mackelmann Trans Australia 
Airlines 
 

 
 
When captain of DC-9 VH-TJJ on 8 Jun 
1979 Grahame Mackelmann was involved 
in an attempted hijacking by an armed 
passenger on a Coolangatta-Brisbane 
flight.  The hijacker was protesting against 
a court case and attempted to get the 
crew to deliberately crash their plane into 
the Central Business District of Brisbane. 
Captain Mackelmann refused and placed 
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himself very deliberately between the 
man‟s gun and the First Officer so the 
First Officer could continue flying the 
plane shielded by the Captains body. The 
gunman then changed his approach and 
demanded the plane be flown to 
Singapore. The crew circled near 
Brisbane airport and over the next couple 
of hours one of the stewardesses, Esem 
Qazim, managed to win over the hijackers 
confidence to the extent she was able to 
disarm him, giving the flight crew the 
opportunity to land the plane and rapidly 
get all the passengers off.  
 
Mr Terence Egan DCM 
 
Sgt TJ Egan Australian Army Training 
Team Vietnam 
 
South Vietnam:  After 11 years service in 
the Citizens Military Forces, WOII Egan 
volunteered to serve on full time duty and 
joined the Australian Army Training Team 
in Vietnam in September 1967.  He was 
appointed Senior Advisor to the 1st 
Division Reconnaissance Company, Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam. 
 
On the night of 30 January, when the 
enemy began his attack on the city of 
Hue, WO Egan and a platoon of the 
Reconnaissance Company were on 
operations about 5 miles South West of 
the city, on one of the main enemy 
approach routes.  It was not possible to 
extricate this small force by helicopter and 
the Platoon were forced to fight its way 
back to the city on foot, via a circuitous 
route.  WO Egan‟s outstanding leadership 
and disregard for his own safety were a 
great inspiration to the Platoon which, in a 
number of engagements with the enemy, 
killed twenty one for the loss of only one of 
their own soldiers.  
 
On 2 February, when the Platoon had 
reached the relative safety of a Military 
Compound on the city‟s outskirts, WO 
Egan heard that four wounded American 
soldiers were in a nearby compound and 
led a rescue party which eventually broke 

through to join the small group of 
defenders.  He arranged for a helicopter to 
evacuate the wounded and, because of 
the intense enemy small arms fire, 
accompanied the medical evacuation 
helicopter to provide suppressive fire, in 
the e course of which he killed two enemy.  
Later he managed to rejoin his 
beleaguered Platoon bringing with him 
urgently needed ammunition and supplies. 
 
On a number of other occasions, WO 
Egan has displayed outstanding conduct 
under fire.  His leadership, initiative and 
personal bravery have been an inspiration 
to the Vietnamese and American troops 
with whom he has served and he has 
bought great credit to himself and to the 
Australian Army.  
 

“At the going down of the 

sun and in the morning,  
 

We will remember them” 

AGM 2012 

The AGM was held at Windsor as usual 
and a copy of the minutes is attached to 
this newsletter.  Please pass any 
questions you may have to the Secretary 
whose address is at the end of the 
newsletter. 

AGM – 20th April 2013 

The 2013 AGM will be held at Windsor on 
Saturday 20th April 2013 commencing at 
1030 hours.  Please put this date in your 
diary now although more detail will follow 
in due course.   It is hoped that members 
can meet up earlier and share 
refreshments together prior to the 
meeting.   
 
Eric Smith GM - Olympic Torchbearer 

Eric's nomination story  

"Eric is my Dad, and he is a true hero in 
every sense of the word. In 1962 he won 
the George Medal as a helicopter rescue 
winchman on the wreck of the Jeanne 
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Gougy at Lands End but to me he is a 
hero in many other ways. When my mum 
died (I was 14) Dad looked after me and 
guided me. When my brother was run 
over and nearly died a few years later Dad 
was a tower of strength for us all. My 
sister suffered from bi-polar disorder for 
more than 20 years, it could be very 
difficult to have a normal relationship with 
her but Dad never stopped loving her. He 
was devastated when she died this year 
but he has carried his grief in such a 
dignified way that it inspires me to try to 
do the same. Dad ran the local Air Cadet 
unit for years; he inspired many young 
men to go on to be good citizens and 
inspired my brother and I to join the RAF 
and serve our country. I often meet people 
who ask after him and tell me what an 
example he has been in their lives, it 
makes me so proud of him I could burst. 
Through all of his challenges and 
achievements Eric has run a business 
which has employed several people over 
the years, it has never made him rich but 
he has been proud of building his own 
business which has been yet another way 
that he has contributed to his community. 
At the age of 75, he runs his business, 
and organises trips for the 'old folks', the 
war veterans in Woking Aircrew 
Association. He is a British citizen hero 
who would be a great example carrying 
the torch in front of the world." 

 
Armed Forces Day  
 

Armed Forces Day is on 
the Saturday 30 June, 
and it‟s a day that 
encourages the nation to 
„Show Your Support‟ and pause to 
celebrate the amazing work undertaken by 
our Armed Forces past and present. In a 
year when the country is celebrating the 
Queen‟s Diamond Jubilee and playing 
host to the Olympics, the military is taking 
on a variety of supporting roles for both 
events. 
 
The Olympic Torch Relay has 
commenced and will take place over a 

period of 70 days and visit more than 
1,000 local communities across the British 
Isles. As a powerful symbol of the link 
between the UK Armed Forces and the 
Olympics, the flame is scheduled to reach 
the National Memorial Arboretum on 
Armed Forces Day – Saturday 30 June 
2012. 
 
On the 30 June the arrival of the Olympic 
Torch at 8.30am will start the Armed 
Forces Day commemorations at the 
National Memorial Arboretum, for which a 
full programme of events and activities is 
planned. These include a moving Service 
of Tribute, musical entertainment, a 
variety of interesting exhibitions and 
special displays. Opened in 1997, the 
National Memorial Arboretum is a special 
place that remembers those who have 
served our nation, at its centre is the 
striking Armed Forces Memorial which 
remembers all those killed on duty since 
the end of the Second World War. The 
Arboretum will open early to the public on 
30 June to admit visitors for what is 
expected to be a memorable event for the 
Arboretum and the local community. 
 
Armed Forces Day National Event - 
Plymouth 

The City of Plymouth, with its historic and 

distinguished links with the military, has 

been chosen to host the Armed Forces 

Day national event in 2012. Celebrations 

on Saturday 30 June will be a unique 

opportunity to see the Armed Forces up 

close and pay tribute to our heroes past 

and present. Participants will include 

members of the Armed Forces, veterans, 

the Cadet Forces, the Merchant Navy, 

support agencies and charitable 

organisations. 

Celebrations will include a parade through 

the city streets with troops from all three 

Services, military bands and veterans of 

all ages, finishing on the historic Plymouth 

Hoe for a drumhead service. Alongside 

spectacular displays and the opportunity 

to see the latest equipment, the public will 

be able to view an impressive steam past 
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of Royal Navy vessels on Plymouth 

Sound. Entertainment will then continue 

into the evening for Servicemen and 

women, veterans, families and members 

of the public, rounding off a truly 

memorable day. 

Armed Forces Day national event will be 

the grand finale of Plymouth's Armed 

Forces Week, which will see visitors from 

home and abroad join together in the city 

to honour and celebrate the dedication of 

our Armed Forces, their families and 

veterans.  

The Diamond Jubilee Medal  
 
Members of the Armed Forces will be 
presented with a medal to mark Her 
Majesty The Queen's Diamond Jubilee on 
6 February 2012.  The commemorative 
medal designed to mark the Queen's 60 
years on the throne will be awarded to 
members of the emergency services, 
Prison Service and Armed Forces 
personnel who have completed five full 
calendar years of service on 6 February 
2012.  Living holders of the Victoria Cross 
and George Cross and members of the 
Royal Household will also receive the 
medal.   
 

The one off medal is made of nickel silver 

and designed by Timothy Noad, a 

professional calligrapher and illuminator.  
The medal depicts a formal image of the 

Queen on one side, while the reverse 

shows a hexagon with a crown and royal 

cipher, inscribed '1952 to 2012', 

commemorating Her Majesty's reign, and 

finished off with a red ribbon and 

white/blue stripes. 

However, what most members will not 
know is that our Archivist and Treasurer 
Mr Phil McDermott successfully tendered 
for the contract to produce the Diamond 
Jubilee Medal and after 3 months of full 
out production managed to deliver all 
450,000 medals ahead of schedule.   
 
Annual Ceremony of Remembrance at 
the Cenotaph 2012 
 

The Annual Ceremony of Remembrance at 
the Cenotaph is the culmination of a week 
of Remembrance by the nation.  The 
Cenotaph in Whitehall serves as the focus 
for the nation's annual commemoration of 
those who fought and died in war. The 
Royal Family, as heads of the armed 
services, political leaders and foreign 
ambassadors lead the wreath-laying. 

On Remembrance Sunday, the nearest 
Sunday to Armistice Day - the 11th day of 
the 11th month when, at the 11th hour, the 
end of the First World War was declared - 
crowds line Whitehall to watch the sombre 
ceremony and pay their respects with the 
two-minute silence which has been 
observed since the end of the First World 
War. 

 
Today, with troops on duty in Afghanistan 
and other trouble spots around the world, 
Remembrance, and this two minute tribute 
are as important as ever. 

 
The Gallantry Medallists League has had a 
presence on the Veterans March Past for a 
long time and wishes to be fully 
represented on 11th November 2012.  
 
Last year, the League had more requests 
to participate in the Cenotaph Parade than 
it had tickets and used its full allocation of 
tickets.  This year we have secured twice 
as many tickets by gaining approval to 
have the allocation of tickets made to the 
Military Medallists League following their 
demise as a marching contingent.  With 
36 tickets for 2012, we hope to have a full 
contingent on parade on the day. 
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Nevertheless, those wishing tickets this 
year must bid to the Secretary by the 31st 
August and tickets will be issued on a first 
come basis however priority will go to Life 
Members first.  Please let the Secretary 
know of your intentions to parade as soon 
as possible.   As usual, there will be a 
League lunch in the Union Jack Club 
afterwards for those members parading.   
 
From the Archives 
 

The George Medal has been awarded 
about 40 times to a number of people who 
have not been citizens of the UK or the 
Commonwealth.  Tracing their citations 
from the National Archives is very difficult 
and even discovering the circumstance of 
their award is a challenge.  However with 
the help of the American Field Service we 
have unearthed some details about the 
award of the George Medal to Neil Gilliam 
in 1944 and the following is a transcript of 
a document they generously provided: 
 

Subject:   Award of the British George 
Medal to Neil Gilliam of the American 
Field Service 
 

Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten has 
presented in Rangoon the George Medal, 
the highest award for bravery for which a 
non British civilian is eligible, to Neil 
Gilliam of the American Field Service 
ambulance group attached to the 14th 
Army in Burma.  
 

Neil Gilliam has been overseas since 
1941, when at the age of 17, and before 
the US entered the war, he left college in 
Georgia to join the American Field 
Service. 
 

He was stationed on May 20th 1944 with a 
Rajputana regiment of the 14th Army in the 
rugged country on the Tamu Road near 
Imphal in Burma, when the Japanese 
heavily attacked positions on “Gibraltar” 
hill with artillery and infantry.  Shortly after 
the attack began, both British officers 
were killed and the Rajputans were forced 
to withdraw from the hill-top to more 
defendable positions.  Meanwhile, the 
radio operator was killed, and Gilliam and 
a Rajputana soldier, neither of whom had 

any experience with a radio, put it into 
operation and signalled for 
reinforcements.  During this time, Gilliam, 
the only medical personnel present, 
administered first aid and placed the 
wounded into dugouts and trenches until, 
in the early hours of the morning and into 
the next day, through mud and rain, he 
evacuated 157 casualties in his jeep 
ambulance.  
 

Again on June 9th 1944, he evacuated 
wounded under extremely difficult 
conditions from a nearby hill on which 
Gurkha troops of the 14th Army, while out 
of their trenches ready to put in an attack, 
were caught in an artillery cross-fire.   
 

Over three and a half years ago, Neil 
Gilliam, now 21 went out with the 
American Field Service to the Middle East, 
where in addition to receiving the Africa 
Star for being with the British Army, he 
was attached to the French Forces in 
Syria and received the Croix de Guerre.  
At the end of his years enlistment, he left 
the Field Services to join the RAF but was 
rejected for flying duty because of high 
blood pressure, and went to Eritrea to 
work as a civilian on bases being built 
there.  In 1943, he rejoined the American 
Field Service, which was forming an 
ambulance unit to work with the 14th Army, 
then organising for the Burma campaign, 
and served as an ambulance driver for 
almost a year and a half, until in January 
of this year he was put in charge of a 
platoon of ambulances.  In addition to the 
George medal, recently, along with other 
troops of the 14th Army, he has become 
entitled to wear the British Burma Star and 
the British 1939-45 ribbon. 
 

Gilliam was born of American parents in 
London, but since has lived in New York, 
Brunswick, Georgia and Washington DC.   
 

It is interesting to see that the document 
has been appended by hand with the 
following entry, “he was made an honorary 
member of the Rajputans and was 
presented a sword by the Gurkhas.”.    
 
The League acknowledges the support of the 
American Field Service for this source: Neil Gilliam 
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personnel file; American Field Service World War II 
Records; Archives of the American Field Service 
and AFS Intercultural Programs, New York, NY. 

 
Peter de Neumann’s War 
 
When war was declared on 3 September 
1939, Peter de Neumann, a merchant 
navy officer, was aboard his ship and on 
the way back to England from Argentina.  
On the next voyage as they entered the 
River Plate, they saw the shattered 
remains of the pocket battleship Admiral 
Graf Spee to starboard, on a sandbank off 
Uruguay.  Her sailors frequented the bars 
in Montevideo, and whilst there was no 
particular ill feeling between her crew and 
the British sailors there, there were 
occasional gun battles on the streets 
between pro- and anti- Nazi factions.  The 
funerals of those who died aboard Graf 
Spee took place with some British sailors 
in attendance, and of course Käpitan 
Langsdorf committed suicide by shooting 
himself wrapped in the Ensign of the old 
Imperial German Navy.  He was no Nazi.  
de Neumann continued to sail to all parts 
of the world as the threat from U-boats 
and surface raiders gradually increased, 
and then on 1 March 1941 whilst outward 
bound and off Aberdeen his ship as 
commodore-ship of a merchant convoy 
came under attack by three Heinkel IIIs.  
There was a strong north easterly wind 
blowing and rough seas.  The ships were 
arranged in two long columns, steaming 
between an outer mine-field and shallows 
off the shore when the attack began.  A 
tanker at the head of the starboard column 
was struck by three bombs and 
immediately exploded into a huge fireball 
that was seen 20 miles away by the 
coastguard.  All the ships officers were 
killed except the Chief Officer who was 
badly injured and blown through the air 
from the bridge to the forecastle by the 
blast.   
 
Next de Neumann‟s ship was targeted and 
two 550 lb bombs were seen heading 
straight for her.  As the aircraft passed 
over she was hit by fire from one of the 
ship‟s Hotchkiss machine-guns, and later 

the ship was credited with the kill.  Many 
years later the aircraft wreck was 
recovered from the sea between 
Whitehills and Banff, and upon 
examination of the engines, a single .303 
round was discovered lodged in a severed 
oil pipe.   One bomb just missed and went 
into the sea blasting water everywhere, 
and the second struck the ship with a 
huge crash.  It penetrated deep into the 
ship, about 8 feet above the keel on a 
grating in the engine-room but did not 
explode.  The ship could not be stopped 
because of the blazing out of control 
tanker not far away to starboard, and 
because of the thirty odd ships following in 
their wake.  The bomb was manoeuvred 
out and dumped over the side in careful 
operations that took more than an hour.  
At one time de Neumann had to balance 
on top of the still moving super-heated 
steam engine with the bomb in a sling 
above his head.  One nudge from the 
bomb could have sent him crashing into 
the turning open crankshaft with its three 
connecting rods, and a painful death.  
Having cleared the bomb the ship 
continued on its way after repairs had 
been made.   
 
Homeward bound 11 weeks later, the ship 
was torpedoed, and then shelled by U-69, 
but because the ship remained afloat, U-
69 turned and fired the coup de grace 
from a stern torpedo tube.  All the crew of 
the ship got away safely in two boats, 
which were both picked up by American 
ships.  de Neumann and the crew of his 
boat transferred to an Armed Merchant 
Cruiser, and then spent time searching for 
raiders.  They arrived in Freetown on 19 
June 1941, and de Neumann volunteered 
to be Second Officer aboard a Royal Navy 
Prize vessel (Vichy French, arrested after 
delivering shells to Dakar to replenish the 
shore batteries.)  The ship was 
intercepted by two Vichy French warships 
and after a shouting match the French 
opened fire and sank de Neumann‟s ship.  
The crew were arrested from the water 
and taken under armed guard into 
Conackry where they were imprisoned in 
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what the French described as a 
concentration camp.  After about six 
weeks a French naval court martial was 
convened and the seamen officers tried 
and convicted of piracy on the high seas.  
They and those of the crew who were not 
hospitalised were then bundled into lorries 
at bayonet point and driven off into the 
jungle.  They were expecting to be shot, 
just as merchant Service Captain Fryatt 
was during the First World War after being 
convicted of being a Franc Tireur by the 
Germans.  But the lorries did not stop until 
they reached a railway station, where they 
were manacled and put aboard a train to 
an unknown destination.  After a few days 
they reached a large river and were 
placed aboard a barge strapped to the 
side of a stern-wheeler (similar to the 
African Queen) and then began a 10 day 
journey along the river and into the desert.  
All the time the inmates were under 
continual attack by mosquitoes and little 
protection from the sun.  Eventually they 
stopped, and they were then marched out 
into the desert with troops darting from 
place to place to keep them covered until 
they arrived at a tire looking mud-house in 
a compound on the outskirts of a town.  
They later discovered they were in the 
legendary city of Timbuktu!  Conditions in 
the camp were appalling, and de 
Neumann escaped to walk 400 miles up 
the River Niger before he was captured;  
he had to stay close to the Niger for water 
and cover, and could only travel at night 
because a white man in those parts stood 
out like sore thumb and there was reward 
on his head.  Back in the camp he and all 
the others spent 100 days locked in their 
cells with the shutters closed (no 
ventilation).   They were kept there for a 
year before being moved to a camp in the 
savannah at Kankan.  He escaped again 
in Kankan but was soon caught and this 
time he spent two weeks in an unroofed 
corrugated iron cell with no escape from 
the sun.  He was repatriated in December 
1942 and arrived in Scotland in mid 
January 1943 and the next month married.  
When he attended his investiture the King, 
who had obviously been briefed about de 

Neumann, said after de Neumann 
explained his lateness, “Ah you‟re the man 
from Timbuktu”!  The title stuck for the 
remainder of de Neumann‟s life. 
 
The citation for his George Medal was 
never fully published because he was 
already a prisoner when it was 
announced, and the citation mentioned 
that his ship was credited with a kill. 
 
A six-mile cycle way running from Benfleet 
to Leigh-on-Sea is named the “de 

Neumann Way” after him. 
 
As a civilian, during his life he received a 
George Medal, a Lloyd‟s War Medal for 
Bravery at Sea, shot down an aircraft, was 
bombed, strafed, torpedoed and shelled, 
and then his next ship was sunk by 
gunfire, was convicted of piracy, was a 
prisoner and made two failed escape 
attempts, and he acquired the title “The 
Man From Timbuktu”. 
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New League Members 
 
I am pleased to report that recruiting has 
remained buoyant with a large number of 
new members to the League.  Fraternity is 
always important and is what we offer to 
ourselves and those who seek our 
company.   
 
May we all welcome them to our ranks 
and hope they will be able to find time to 
take a full part in League activities and 
events: 

 
Life Members 
 
Mr Jack Anrude MC 
Mr James Bedford MC 
Mr Michael Betteridge MBE QGM 
Mr EL (Ben) Bienkowski QGM 
Mr James Byron DSC 
Brig (Retd) Ian Creamer MC 
Mr Ian Curren MC 
Mr Deacon Cutterham CGC 
Mr Nigel Daly QGM 
Mr Alan Dennis CGC 
Mr Gaz Fisher QGM 
Mr Dan Fletcher MC 
Mr Ginge Fullen QGM 
Mr Bernard Gidman QGM 
Mr Ron Goddard AFC 
Mr Neil Grant MC 
Mr Mark Grieveson MBE QGM 
Mr Mike Groves QGM 
Mr Phil Hammond CGM 
Mr Paul Harris QGM 
Mr Dave Hayden MC 
Mr Chris Hovey QGM 
Mr Chris Kee MC 
Mr Pete Keogh MC 
Mr Dian Lacy QGM 
Mr Wayne Lloyd MC 
Mr Colin Lunn MC 
Mr Paul Mather MC 
Mr Mack McFarland QGM 
Mr Paul McFarland MC 
Mr Jock McNair QGM 
Mr Jess Merchant CGC 
Mr William Miller QGM 
Mr Ernie Morgan MM 
Mr Nick Nicholson MM 
Mr William Owen QGM 

Mr Lee Platts QGM 
Mr Alfie Pope MC 
Mr Keith Porter QGM 
Mr Bob Price QGM 
Mr David Prince QGM 
Mr Alan Redford MC 
Mr Frank Smith QGM 
Mr Pete Smith QGM 
Mr Thomas Smith MM 
Mr Nigel Sommerville MBE MC 
Mr Torben Sorensen MC 
Mr Austin Steel QGM 
Mr Ben Stephens QGM 
Mr Barry Taylor QGM 
Mr Carl Thomas QGM 
Mr Bob Thompson MM 
Mr John Thompson CGC 
Mr Paul Trethewey AFM 
 
Associate Members 
 
Mr Simon Dean 
Mr Dan Harrison 
Mrs Jackie Squire 
Mrs Jan Scott 
 

There are also a number of new member 
applications being processed and we 
hope to be able to welcome them into the 
League in due course.  
 
If I have missed anyone, my apologies but 
do let me know so I can put things right in 
the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
The GM League in Numbers 
 
Here are a few statistics for you to 
broaden your knowledge of the League.  
As at 5 June 2012 there are 523 members 
of the League, including:  
 
358 Life Members 
66 Honorary Members 
83 Associate Members 
 
We have 7 members with the surname 
Smith, 5 Robinsons and 4 with the 
surname Jones.  There are 3 Browns, 3 
Stevensons and 3 Davies.   
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There are 20 members with surnames 
starting with Mc.  
 
Finally we have members in 20 countries 
as follows:  
 
Australia, Bahrain, Canada, Channel 
Islands, Columbia, Cyprus, Eire, England, 
Fiji, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Holland, 
New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Portugal, 
Scotland, South Africa, Spain, USA and 
Wales.  
 
Change of Address – Plea from the 
President 
 
The membership list seems to have 
caught up with reality and the number of 
returned mail with comments such as 
“gone away” or “no longer at this address” 
has dwindled.  
 
Keeping our records accurate is not a 
straightforward task and I continue to urge 
members and their families to let the 
Secretary know when you change address 
or email address so we can update our 
records accordingly and keep you 
informed.    
 
If you have an email address, then please 
let us know that too as we can then send 
the newsletter by that means.  Those of 
you with a PC can log in to the website 
and amend your own details on line. 
 
From the Treasurer - Lapsed 
Memberships  
 
A number of memberships have 
temporarily lapsed as the annual 
subscriptions have not been paid this 
year, however I note this is usually a 
problem in the banking system.  As the 
banks will only permit the account holder 
to rectify the payment with his/her bank, 
members are requested to take action 
with their bank to ensure subs are paid 
without delay.   
 
We have been writing to those members 
individually to advise them.  Please don‟t 

be offended if we ask you to pay your 
subs as this is our only source of income, 
it is more of an embarrassment to me and 
the committee to ask you.   
 

Banking Arrangements 
 
The League has its bank account with 
Barclay‟s Bank and you can set up an 
electronic payment if you wish using the 
account number 70777625, sort code 20-
90-91.  Please use GMLAS and your 
surname as the reference 
 
The 200 Club 
 
The 200 Club draw results are below.  
Although called the 200 Club, we do not 
yet have 200 ticket holders. Anyone 
wishing to purchase a ticket, or more 
tickets should contact the Treasurer 
whose details are at the end of the 
newsletter.   
 
The results of the 2 draws conducted thus 
far in 2012 are: 
 
26 Feb 12: 
 

1st Prize - £100.00   
Ticket No 6 – Mr Stephen Neville 

 
2nd Prize – £50.00 
Ticket No 41 – Mr Alex Burgess 

 
 21st May 2012 are as follows: 
 

1st Prize - £100.00   
Ticket No 45 – Mrs Anne Hedley 

 
2nd Prize – £50.00 
Ticket No 3 – Mr Tom Judge 

 
The next draw will take place in August 
2012.   
 
Data Protection 
 
In order to facilitate the efficient running of 
the League, we need to hold your 
personal details on a computer.  To 
comply with data protection rules, we 
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need your agreement to do so.  In signing 
the membership application form, you are 
agreeing that we may hold your personal 
details and use these to send further 
information to you.   
 
You can ask us to remove your details at 
any time by writing or sending an email to 
the Secretary at the address below.  Your 
details will never be passed to any other 
organisations.  
 

Yours Sincerely and Fraternally,  
 
John Balding,  
 

President of the League 
 
Stop Press: The Gallantry Medallists 
League have been invited to assist Army 
Headquarters Media and Communications 
Branch in a project on Gallantry. 

The Army Media and Communications 
branch are looking for ex-serving or 
serving members of the British Army to 
talk about the medals they have gained 
and to use this theme as a backbone for 
talking about their service life and the 
qualities that it imbues. When talking 
about gallantry, a lot gets lost in 
translation talking to the media – they are 
looking to hype the story. This initiative by 
the Army Media and Communications 
branch is an opportunity to relay what 
genuinely happened to a „friendly forces‟ 
media team so that they can relay it to the 
public with the message – ordinary people 
who do extraordinary things.  

The branch is looking for people of all 
ages, from all campaigns and at all ranks 
so if you wish to participate in the 
production, which will be an online series 
of 1 – 2 minute pieces on individual 
gallantry medal recipients from any 
campaign, then please let me know by 
email on john@jrtb.freeserve.co.uk and I 
will pass your details to Captain Mauricio 
Gris LG who is managing the project. 

Shop Stock 

The League has a small range of items for 
sale to raise the profile of members and 
also to identify members as belonging to 
the League. These items are listed below 
and can be purchased from the Treasurer: 
 

 League Tie - £10.00 

 Silk League Tie - £15.00 

 Lapel Badge - £5.00 
 

 
A design for League cufflinks has been 
approved and will be offered for sale to 
members soon. 
 
Also a new lapel brooch has been 
designed for female Life members and will 
be available shortly along with a slightly 
differently designed brooch for other 
female members.    
 
All items will be available through the 
website and from the Secretary 
 
Post Script for your amusement: 
 
Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag 
you down to his level and beat you with 
experience. 
 
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like 
my grandfather.. Not screaming and 
yelling like the passengers in his car. 
 
I asked God for a bike, but I know God 
doesn't work that way. So I stole a bike 
and asked for forgiveness. 
 
Sex is not the answer. Sex is the question. 
"Yes" is the answer. 
 
We live in a society where pizza gets to 
your house before the police. 
 
The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But 
it's still on the list. 
 
Light travels faster than sound. This is 
why some people appear bright until you 
hear them speak. 
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If I agreed with you we'd both be wrong. 
 
Men have two emotions: Hungry and 
Horny. If you see him without an erection, 
make him a sandwich 
 
We never really grow up, we only learn 
how to act in public 
 
War does not determine who is right - only 
who is left. 
 
Children, you spend the first 2 years of 
their life teaching them to walk and talk. 
Then you spend the next 16 years telling 
them to sit down and shut-up. 
 
Politicians and diapers have one thing in 
common. They should both be changed 
regularly, and for the same reason. 
 
Evening news is where they begin with 
'Good evening', and then proceed to tell 
you why it isn't. 
 
An example of the value added by the 
European Union 

Pythagoras' theorem = 24 words. 

Lord's Prayer = 66 words. 

Archimedes' Principle = 67 words. 

10 Commandments = 179 words. 

US Declaration of Independence = 1,300 
words. 

US Constitution with all 27 Amendments = 
7,818 words. 

EU regulations on the sale of cabbage = 
26,911 words 

 
 
 
 
 

Committee Members Contact Details 
 
President: 
 

Mr John Balding  
19 Whitehead Drive, Wellesbourne, 
Warwick, CV35 9PW 
 

Email:  john@jrtb.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Vice President 
 
Mr Ken Irvine GM 
46 South Park Road, Gatley, Cheadle 
Cheshire   SK8 4AN   
 
Email: kenirvine999@btinternet.com  
 
Secretary (including membership): 
 

Mrs Sally McBean 
PO Box 524, Harpenden, Hertfordshire, 
AL5 9EY 
 

Email:  sjam2611@googlemail.com  
 
Treasurer and League Archivist: 
 

Mr Phil McDermott  
c/o Worcestershire Medal Services 
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove,  
Worcestershire, B61 8LL 
 

Phone:  01527 835375 
Email:   wms@worcmedals.com  
 
Events Secretary and Naval Awards 
Advisor: 
 

Prof Bernard de Neumann 
6 All Hallows Court, 51 Grand Parade, 
Leigh on Sea, Essex, SS9 1DT 
 

Email:   de.neumann@btinternet.com  
 
Services Liaison Member 
 

Mr Jaime Moncho 
 
Email: jai.monch@googlemail.com  
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